It’s sea wall

v nature in

battle over

beauty spot

ENVIRONMENT managers
have launched a campaign to
block a businessman’s plans
to save one of Sussex’s most
popular tourist spots.

Nigel Newton, the owner of
Bloomsbury Books, wants to build
sea defences to protect the Cuck-
mere Estuary, near Seaford.

The National Trust, English
Nature, the South Downs Joint
Committee and the Environment

y want to stop him.

They asked for further scrutiny
of a planning approval that would
allow Mr Newton, whose firm
publishes the Harry Potter series,
to raise the banks by 30cm. If the
complaint is upheld, the matter
will be decided at a public
inquiry.

The opposing groups are
planning to let the estuary be
SW ed by the sea. They argue
this will create a more natural
environment for wildlife and it is
wasteful to spend millions of

fighting coastal erosion.

But Mr Newton, whose family
home overlooks the famous mean-

by 350,000 people a year.

The application for the wall was
approved last month by Wealden
District Council and Lewes

District Council, against the
advice of officers.

English Nature this week asked
for the Government Office for the
South-East to ask the Secretary of
State to call in the decision for
scrutiny.

Chris Edwards, of English
Nature, said: “The application
does not have an environmental
impact assessment and we are con-
cerned the proposals could result
in long-term damage to this Site of
Special Scientific Interest.”

Rupert Clubb, of the Environ-
ment Agency, said: “If remains
unclear whether raising the banks
would cause increased flood risk
elsewhere.”

Martin Beaton, of the South
Downs Joint Committee, said:
“We cannot go on pretending cli-
mate change is not happening or
we can defend every piece of
coastline. These decisions will
never be easy. The return of a
natural ill make a fantas-
tic contribution to the natural
beauty of the area.”

Lewes MP Norman Baker and
Eastbourne MP Nigel Waterson
have opposed the Environment

's

Mr Baker said: “It is imperative
these plans are subject to proper,

rigorous and independent assess-
ment.” ;
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